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from the Founder’s Desk

Dear Friends,

At the outset, we are very grateful for all the support, love, generosity and initiative you have showered

toward our organisation’s objectives, goals and mission. The help you rendered, helped us to continue our

work with zeal and passion to enable the underprivileged people in the community.

The reason for us to connect with 1240+ families in the slum communities is because of your constant

support. We were able to reach out to people in the slums of Chita Camp Trombay, Maharashtra Nagar,

Mankhurd East, and Lallubhai Compound, Mankhurd West.

We work with children, women, youth and people struggling with addiction and we have just one mission -

“To help ‘the deprived’ toward a better tomorrow.”

Our source of motivation and inspiration comes from the success stories we witness daily, pushing us to

work toward helping as many people as we can. We could not do this without YOU!

Thank you so much for being a part of our journey, joining us in our mission, and we are confident that

with your continued love and support, we will continue to build a better society with equal love and

respect.

THANK YOU!

Gene D’Silva

Founder
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About US
Gene D’Silva, envisions a ‘better tomorrow for the underprivileged.’

In 1998, Gene started with an outreach program in Asia’s largest slum community – Cheeta Camp. The initial focus, for the first 2 years was to get

HIV+ patients accepted in the community, and identifying the needy via door-to-door outreach. Gene distributed food rations to 350 widows, school

fees for children between the ages of 3 to 6 years of HIV+ widows and provided medical assistance to HIV+ patients. In the 3rd year, Balwadis and

Study Classes were started to help children in the community cope better with their studies and improve their academic performance.

In 2005, Gene along with his wife Shobha Bajpai set up ‘Jeevan Dhara’ - meaning ‘Lifeline’, with the vision to provide a ‘Lifeline’ in the community

for a better tomorrow.

For the past 20 years, we have undertaken several initiatives to alleviate the pain and suffering of the poor – from the beginning, with Balwadis in 1998,

to a De-Addiction Center in 2008, and various programs customized to help empower the underprivileged in society.

OUR Focus

Education
Skill/Development 

& 

Vocational Training

Women

Empowerment
De-Addiction

Vision
To improve the lives of underprivileged 

communities to ensure that they lead an 

addiction free life.

Mission
We ensure that the community leads 

addiction free lives through 

• Education

• Enabling employment through 

vocational training

• Creating confidence & 

• Rehabilitation

Belief
‘People Helping People’ 

We believe, if an empowered individual 

would come forward to take up even a 

fractional responsibility of a person in need, 

sustainable change is possible.
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JEEVAN DISHA - De-addiction & Rehabilitation 

Stop being a Prisoner of your Past, Become the Architect of your Future

Looking at the rampant substance abuse in the slums of Cheeta Camp and moved by the helplessness of the addicts’

family, Jeevan Disha was an initiative undertaken in 2008.

Witnessing, firsthand the work, impact & the high recovery rate of addicts, Don Bosco blessed us with their premises

in Lonavla to set up a De-Addiction Center.

JEEVAN SHIKSHA - Tuition & Computer Classes

In Learning you Teach and In Teaching you Learn

Underprivileged children face a huge challenge in paying attention to studies and staying updated with the curriculum. Jeevan

Shiksha was birthed with the concept to counter this trend, by introducing a friendly teaching environment along with creative

activities.

With the objective to train children with basic knowledge of computers, considering that we live in a digitized world, we started

computer classes on 26 Nov 2018, wherein 20 students enrolled. It’s a 3 months course, 6 days/week for 2 hours, from 4 –6 PM.

2

1

JEEVAN PRASHIKSHAN - Vocational Training

You can Do a lot - if you are Properly Trained

Jeevan Prashikshan, an initiative to create ‘employment’ was started in 2007 for those who could not pursue higher studies due

to lack of funds, social stigma, etc. In addition to the above, it has also helped our own reformed addicts find employment.

3

JEEVAN ANKUR – Balwadi

It is easier to build Strong Children than to repair Broken Men

Jeevan Ankur is an initiative to run pre-primary schools using as many educational aids as possible. Set up in 1998,

this was the 1st such initiative in the Trombay vicinity.

4
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Event Objectives/Outcomes

Summer Camp
Platform for kids to learn and develop skills like painting, craft, 

dance, talent show, etc.

Recruitment of Staff and Orientation 

Meeting 

To acquire the qualified teachers and introduce them to Jeevan 

Dhara’s activities as well as promoting communication between the 

staff

Say No To Drugs Festival
Organized by Nasha Bandhi Maha Mandal in lieu of World De-

Addiction day

CSR: NGO Expo
We were a part of the CSR NGO Expo on 4th and 5th July 2019, 

Colaba at World Trade Center Mumbai. An amazing platform to share 

our work and interact with other NGOs and organizations.

Donor – Mrs. Vijaylaxmi Birthday 

Celebration

One of our donors, Mrs. Vijaylaxmi Kandala, for the first time 

celebrated her birthday with the study class students of Lallubhai

Compound on 17th of July 2019. 

Lunch Party
We express our gratitude to Mr. Jason Taxeira for organizing Lunch 

Party for the students of Maharashtra Nagar on 18th of Aug 2019 and 

on 8th of Sept 2019 at Cheeta Camp.

Session on Safe and Happy Period 
A collaboration with Amodini Foundation to conduct an awareness 

session on safe and happy periods for the girls and women of Chita 

Camp and Lallubhai Compound on 17th & 19th of August 2019. 

Community Canteen day
Fundraising in the community! We celebrated “Community Canteen 

Day” in Lallubhai Compound, Mankhurd West on 5th Oct 2019 on 

Daan Utsav, the Global Week of Giving. 

Events: 2019 -20
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Event Objectives/Outcomes

Drafting Declaration Letter - Children’s 

Parliament 

On 5th Oct 2019, members of Children's Parliament drafted 

Declaration Letter titled “Majha Bhawishya Majha Hatat” during 

an event conducted by YUVA NGO.

Daan Utsav

We participated in ‘Daan Utsav; Global Week of Giving' from 

3rd to 8th Oct 2019. We raised a total amount of INR 4,993 by 

organizing stalls at Indus Filling Station, Wadala and Interstate 

Automobile, Reay Road.

Session on Viral Hepatitis
On 17th Oct 2019, Mr. Shailesh from United Way Mumbai 

conducted training on Viral Hepatitis for the volunteers and 

community people of Jeevan Dhara in our Cheeta Camp hall.

Thank you ! – Saara and Aseel Najmi
Many thanks to Saara & Aseel Najmi for blessing our children with 

a lovely meal and a gift bag of cookies at their new restaurant -

'Sabalan - The Taste of Persia’.

Thank you ! – Ravindra Nadkarni
Many thanks to Mr. Ravindra Nadkarni for the gifts of tiffin boxes 

to 84 toddlers in our Balwadis on Children’s Day.

Sports Day
We conducted Sports Day at Chita Camp, Lallubhai Compound and 

Maharashtra Nagar from 24th - 29th of Nov 2019 for the students of 

Jr. Kg to 10th Std

Training on English E-Teach
An innovative and effective training on English E-teach conducted 

by BCPT for the Jeevan Dhara’s staff on 30th Nov 2019 in 

Pratiksha Nagar, Sion East.
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Event Objectives/Outcomes

Canteen Day
On 15th Dec 2019, Jeevan Dhara conducted Canteen Day as part of 

fundraising initiative. We raised INR 2,390/- to buy gifts for the study 

class children.

Child Safety Forum
Our staff and students of Children’s Parliament participated in the 

Child Safety Forum Rally organized by YUVA NGO on 

10th Dec 2019 in lieu of ‘Human Rights Day’.

Drawing Competition
We organized a painting and drawing competition for the students of 

Maharashtra Nagar on 25th Nov 2019, Lallubhai Compound on 

17th Dec 2019 and in Chita Camp on 25th of Dec 19.

Annual Day - Most awaited event of the 

year!

• The children and staff of Jeevan Dhara had a blast on it’s 15th 

Annual day celebrated at the Koliwada Hall, Trombay on 19th of 

Jan 2020. 

• Our talented children entertained the audience with dance, song, 

catwalk and enlightened us to stay away from the ill effects of 

addiction through a skit. 

• Mrs. Vijaylaxmi presented the Jeevan Dhara’s annual report to 

the audience.

• Certificates were issued to those who successfully finished the 

Tailoring and Beautician course. 

• After the show was officially over, the kids hit the stage and 

went footloose on Bollywood songs. This is the best part of the 

program wherein everybody is on stage and no one is watching.

Throughout the year we also celebrated festivals like Independence Day, Teacher’s Day, 

Children’s Day, Republic Day, Constitution Day as well as Christmas and New Years. Fun 

activities were organised to celebrate and rejoice these festivities.
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Ration distribution

Jeevan Dhara identified 11 needy families

in Chita Camp, Chembur and helped in

the distribution of rations to them on 29th

Feb 2020, financed by The Sunrich

Foundation headed by Mr. Shabbir

Rangwala.
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To create awareness on the harmful impacts due to the use of drugs and

alcohol.

Conducted at FG Glass Company Taloja & Andheri, Rochiram T.

Thandani High School Chembur, Bright Future Bhandup & Santacruz,

School of Children’s academy Badlapur, Carmel College Goa, Our lady of

Lourdes Church, Pali, Uttan, Bhayander

Awareness Programs on

Addiction
8 Awareness Campaigns & 1 Rally 

Apr 2019 – Jan 2020

• For the past 3 months, we have seen our rehabilitation center growing in 

numbers. 

• Thanks to the efforts of our outreach staff and the several addiction 

awareness programs in schools, colleges and in the slums of Mumbai, we 

are seeing an increase in patients.

▪ From April 2019 to May 2020, a total of 44 addicts admitted in 

our rehabilitation center.

▪ Out of these, 23  successfully completed the 3-month course. 

▪ 14 addicts could not continue and hence left the center.

▪ Presently, there are 7  patients in the rehabilitation center. 

De-Addiction Center, Lonavla
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Mehjabeen Ansari

My story is interesting, as I was the ex-student

of Jeevan Dhara and then become a teacher.

I belong to a very poor family with only my 

father meager income. When I was in 12th

standard my father could not afford me to 

send college therefore, I decided to do part 

time job along with my studies.

I worked as a teacher in Jeevan Dhara’s study class from 2016 to 2019.

This was my first job in Jeevan Dhara. I attended various trainings

which was a learning experience for me. Shobha ma’am supported me a

lot and motivated me to participate and come forward.

Being an elder sister in my family, there was more responsibility on my

head and therefore, I also started doing full time work at the call Centre

Vashi.

I give most of the credit of my success to my parents, teachers and

Jeevan Dhara who always remained very supportive for my success and

helped me every step of the way,

Currently, I am pursuing my graduation and due to my marriage

proposal I left the jobs. But, I will always remember Jeevan Dhara

because I started my career from here.

740 Children received basic education and were 

promoted to next level.

23 addicts rehabilitated and are presently 

engaged in different jobs like catering business, driving, 

labour work etc – leading NORMAL LIVES.

150 Children improved their health with better nutrition.

60 Children empowered with basic knowledge of computers.

165 Youth and women empowered via

vocational courses like mehndi, beautician and
tailoring; which help them to earn money enabling
them to become independent.

Organizational Impact & Stories of Change…!
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Our Supporters

The Jeevan Dhara family is truly blessed and grateful for the love and

support from the team at Chance for Children, Germany. Their

partnership with us, over the years has helped us grow and continue our

work in helping the underprivileged in the community.

Special thanks to Dr. Andrea Bethge & Uwe Bethge.

A big thank you to our friends in Switzerland - Eve Caroline Berthouzoz,

Romane Borle, Noemi Galli and their family and friends.

Much thanks to our friends in America - Paul Gilfoy, Maximilian Thooft

and their family and friends.

We also appreciate our all ‘Individuals donors’, without whom it would have been not possible for 

us to reach out our beneficiaries to our full extent. We are really Grateful…
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Our Donors

Rosary Church, 

Dockyard Road

Nasha Bandhi 

Maha Mandal

Adarsh Education 

Foundation

Few Churches in 

Mumbai

Mahindra Holidays 

and Resorts India 

Limited

Don Bosco Shrine 

office

Don Bosco 

Development Society

Zoya

foundation

Mount Mary Church, 

Bandra

We also appreciate our all ‘Individuals donors’, without whom it would have been not possible for us 

to reach out our beneficiaries to our full extent. We are really Grateful…
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Our Achievement
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Jeevan Dhara received the Certificate 

of Appreciation from

TOOLBOX INDIA FOUNDATION



Voice of Donors…..

THANK YOU – from the Jeevan Dhara family !!!Activity Report 2019-20  | 15



Visitor’s Feedback 
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Board of Trustees

Mr. Arthur D’Mello – Chairman and Ex-director 
Spastic Society 

Mr. Shahrukh Demeri –Trustee & Hotelier

Mr. Gene D’ Silva –Founder and secretary
Mrs. Ashwini Parab – Trustee & Financial 

Consultant

Mr. Herman John Pinto – Trustee & 
Businessman

Mr. Mahendra Vanzara – Treasurer & CA

Mr. Joseph D’ Cruz – Trustee & Employed

1

3

5

7

6

4

2

Activity Report 2019-20  | 17



GIVE, WITH A PURPOSE

Bank: Syndicate Bank

Branch: Byculla

Address: R & C Building, Sir JJ Road, Byculla, Mumbai - 400008

Account Name: JEEVAN DHARA

Account No: 50092010095171

IFSC Code: SYNB0005029

Pan: AAATJ7363B

Note: All donations are tax exempt under Section 80G of the Income 
Tax Return Act.

We need your HELP!!

“I have a Dream” 

-Martin Luther King

There are many children and youth in the urban slum community who dream of 

touching the stars and wanting to live a normal life but are unable to do so because 

of their poor economic condition and most importantly, they are deprived of the 

basic education which every individual deserves.

Let’s take a step forward in creating an environment where every child and youth 

receive education and people struggling with addiction can be helped!

Therefore, let’s come forward and spread our wings toward the children and youth 

so that through our charity in kind, cash or time, we can be ‘Change Agents.’

Contact US
Jeevan Dhara 

7, Rear Helal Building

Dr. Mascarenhas Road,

Mazgaon

Mumbai 400 010, India

+91 9930862878 /+ 91 983341 72 74

E-mail: writetojeevandhara@gmail.com

Website: www.jeevandharaonline.in

Facebook: www.facebook.com/jeevandhara1/

LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jeevandhara/

Join US…be a part of the CHANGE!
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